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Preparation for mock exams and beyond



Year 11 Timeline 

&

Preparation for Mock Examinations

Matilde Warden – Deputy Head



October

• Passport to Prom 

introduced

• Drop-in sessions start

• Focus groups identified

• Attitude to Learning 

grades assigned

November

• Drop-in sessions

• Mock Exams

• Sixth Form Open 

Evening

December

• Apply for Sixth Form

• Teachers highlight gaps 

from mocks

• Drop-in sessions

• Practical coursework 

deadline.

January

• Mock results day

• Parents consultation 

meeting

• Mock results review

February

• Intervention begins

• Drop-in sessions

March

• Attitude to Learning 

grades assigned

• Coursework deadlines

• Drop-in sessions

April

• In class mock exams 

(some subjects)

• Language speaking 

exams begin

May/June

• GCSE written 

examinations begin.

• Final exam date is 26th

June

Year 11 Timeline



Mock Exams: 

w/c Monday 20th November

Monday 20th November AM English Lang P1 Monday 20th November PM

French Listening/Reading

German Writing

Tuesday 21st November AM Maths (non-calc) Tuesday 21st November PM
History - Migration and 

Norman conquest

Wednesday 22nd November AM English Lang - Paper 2 Wednesday 22nd November PM

RE - Paper 1

Computing

Thursday 23rd November AM Geography - Paper 1 Thursday 23rd November PM Biology

Friday 25th November AM INSET DAY Friday 25th November PM INSET DAY



Mock Exams: 

w/c Monday 27th November

Monday 27th November AM Maths (calc) Monday 27th November PM Chemistry

Tuesday 28th November AM

History - Cromford and Living 

under Nazi rule

Geography - Paper 2

Tuesday 28th November PM

German Listening/Reading

French Writing

Wednesday 29th November AM English Literature Wednesday 29th November PM

Design Technology

Drama

Thursday 30th November AM Physics Thursday 30th November PM

RE – Paper 2

Further Maths

PE

Friday 1st December AM Media Friday 1st December PM Business



Mock Exams: 

w/c Monday 4th December

Monday 4th December AM Geography Paper 2 (clash) Monday 4th December PM

Tuesday 5th December AM

Graphics practical

Textiles practical

Tuesday 5th December PM

Graphics practical

Textiles practical

Wednesday 6th December AM

Fine Art 11A

Digital Photography 11B

Wednesday 6th December PM

Thursday 7th December AM

Fine Art 11C

Digital Photography 11A

Thursday 7th December PM

Friday 8th December AM Graphic Art 11D Friday 8th December PM



How the mock exams help to prepare for the real GCSEs

• How to revise
• What to revise
• How to manage emotions in the build up to the exams
• Procedures and routines
• Examination rules
• How to manage time in the exam
• How to keep going during the exam
• What happens on results day

Mock Exams
Monday 20th November



Our Examination Team will:

Provide each student with an identification card 
Post details of seating plans on the library window – look every day
Post details of the seating plans outside the exam hall

Exam Preparation



• Have a copy of the mock timetable available
• Ensure they have somewhere quiet to revise
• Ensure they have time to revise
• Let them have time to relax
• Speak to their place of work to reduce their hours
• Check that they have the equipment they need
• Encourage them to come to drop in sessions
• Encourage them to have breakfast before school
• Ensure they get to bed at a reasonable time
• Ensure they are in school

What can you do?



Drop in Sessions – Week 1
Lunchtime After School

Monday
DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Food – Kay T2

Tuesday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

French – Linda L10

Media – Steven L6

Textiles – Sarah T1

Wednesday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

Maths – Gary M6

Maths – Marc P2

Maths – Ade M4 (Foundation only)

French – Johanna L3

German – Sarah L5

German – Rachel L1 (translation/speaking/writing)

Media – Steven L6

Thursday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio) Maths – Carlos M1

Maths – Ade M4 – (Higher only)

German – Sarah L5

Friday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

Maths – Hannah P1 (Higher and Further Maths)

Maths – Malcolm M3



Drop in Sessions – Week 2
Lunchtime After School

Monday
DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Food – Kay T2

Tuesday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

Maths – Carlos M1

Media – Steven L6

Textiles – Sarah T1

Wednesday

DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

Maths – Gary M6

Maths – Marc P2

Maths – Ade in M4 (Foundation only)

French – Linda L10

French – Johanna L3

German – Sarah L5

German – Rachel L1 (translation/speaking/writing)

Media – Steven L6

Thursday
DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio) Maths – Ade in M4 (Higher only)

German – Sarah L5

Friday
DT – Phill T4 (catch up coursework portfolio)

Digital Photography – Jody A2

Maths – Hannah P1 (Higher and Further Maths)

Maths – Malcolm M3



Other sessions

Drama
Rehearsals are taking place with year 11 students on evenings of their choice, negotiated with 
staff. This is in readiness for their component 1 practical exam on 16th November.

English Arranged with the individual class teachers as and when required

Humanities Will start in the new year

Science Times to be confirmed 

Computing Will start in the new year



Filled see-through 
exam pencil case can 
be bought from the 

library and on Parent 
Pay for £1.70

Calculator can be 
bought for £9.10



Prohibited items
(New rules introduced last year)

• Phones
• Watches
• Airpods
• Revision notes

They are not allowed to be left in pockets or 
bags, even if they are switched off.

Leave in lockers
Hand in to invigilators on way in (kept secure 
and collected at the end of the day)



Other Important 

Information

• There is only one sitting of each exam, 
except for clashes.

• Students who miss exams will receive 
either an X or a U grade.

• Special consideration will be made for 
those with a doctor’s note or for 
compassionate reasons (eg.
bereavement/funeral etc)



We will have a mock results day on Tuesday 9th January (First day back after 
the holidays)

Students will not receive individual results until then.

Why?
• If they haven’t done well they will receive bad news multiple times.
• If have done well, less likely to listen to advice on improvements during 

lessons.  The aim is to improve the student, not the work.
• Individual questions won’t be repeated on the real exams, but the 

strategies will.

Mock Results



Mock Results

GCSE results are never much higher than 

mock results…

These will give a good indication of your 

actual grades so you can plan accordingly.



Sixth Form 

Open 

Evening

9th November 



Advice from Year 12

Make the most of 

help from your 

teachers.!

Start revising as 

soon as possible!

Actually pay 
attention in class!

Teachers know 

exactly what’s 

going to come up 
so listen to them!



Extra Curricular



Extra Curricular



BRONZEBRONZE

Duke Of Edinburgh 

Duke of Edinburgh award.   2022-2023

Largest ever number of pupils have taken part 

in bronze and silver. 



BRONZEBRONZE

Duke Of Edinburgh 

To finish the award:

• Complete the expedition and sign off on eDofE (all pupils 

have done this)

• Collect an assessor report for each section: Physical, Skill 

and Volunteering.

• Have all reports uploaded to eDofE for our verifier to check.

An email has been sent out to all parents and Marc will be 

visiting tutor groups a week at a time.



Passport to Prom and Attendance

Rachel Warren – Head of Year 11



Passport to prom

Rachel Warren – Head of Year





PASSPORT TO PROM CRITERIA

Half Term 1 ATL Grades 

and BfL

Thailand

Half Term 2 Contribution 

to school 

community

Tokyo

Half Term 3 Attendance to 

revision 

sessions

Mexico

Half Term 4 Attendance Egypt

Date: Friday 28th June 2024

Venue: Shottle Hall



Being in school and being on time 

is crucial for success and preparing 

for the future

Lost learning can lead to additional 

anxiety and pressure to catch up 

work and risks the student falling 

even further behind



REASONS NOT TO HAVE TIME OFF SCHOOL

Coughs and colds

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep them off school 

until the fever goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly.

Cold sores

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss 

anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and towels.

Conjunctivitis

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from your pharmacist. 

Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/


Covid-19

If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well enough, they can go to school. 

Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if they have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either:

● Have a high temperature

● Do not feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities

Sore throat

You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat.

Loss of voice (yes we have had this reason this term)

You can still send your child to school if they have lost their voice

REASONS NOT TO HAVE TIME OFF SCHOOL

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/covid-19/covid-19-symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/


IMPACT ON GRADES

Analysis of the recent year 11 and year 13 examination results 

showed a clear connection between attendance and grades 

achieved. 

For example, students with strong attendance usually significantly 

outperformed national averages whereas those with less than 80% 

achieved much lower results - often losing 1-2 grades per subject. 

When we looked at other schools, it was the same pattern across 

Derbyshire.



YEAR 11 ATTENDANCE TO DATE

Only 64 students have 100% attendance (31% of the year 

group)

33% of the year group would currently be classed as 

persistently absent and risk letters being sent home raising 

this concern

34 students are already below 80% attendance which means 

they have lost 4 days / 20 hours of learning already this 

term



Managing Exam Stress

Wellbeing Team and Key staff



What Next After Year 11?

Richard Leach – Careers Lead














